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ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN

The Resurrection of Jesus is the Christian
belief that Jesus Christ came back to life on the
third day after His crucifixion by the Romans in
approximately AD 30-33. Some philosophers
have chosen to absolutely ignore the Resurrection.
Others have put forward various theories to
explain it.

The Swoon Theory which claims that Jesus
did not die. Rather, Jesus merely fainted on the
cross from pain, shock and loss of blood. Jesus
was then mistakenly buried. The cool air of the
tomb somehow revived Jesus after three days.
We can question this without a doubt because of
the torture that Jesus underwent, His flesh was
beaten to shreds, broken and smashed, he had
lost a lot of blood, then he was embalmed and
wrapped tight with strips of linen cloth and buried
in the tomb. A huge stone was rolled against the
entrance of the tomb. How could he have revived
himself, unwrapped the bindings, rolled away the
stone, come out of the tomb and walked away
unnoticed by the guards stationed there by the
authorities??!! This is ridiculous!

The Hallucination Theory states that the many
people who saw Jesus in his resurrected state just
imagined that they saw him. They experienced
a hallucination about Him. Generally, only
persons who are paranoid or schizophrenic, or
persons under the influence of drugs who have
hallucinations. To believe that so many people of
different ages, different occupations and different
backgrounds were all having hallucinations is
unthinkable!

The Conspiracy Theory suggests that Christ's
disciples made-up the Resurrection story. It is
inconceivable that such a well- thought out, well-
planned conspiracy could succeed. It would mean
that more than 500 people conspired together
to invent all the miracles and resurrection
appearances! Further, at that time Christians
were tortured for holding onto their beliefs. Who

Olga B Noronha i

Holy Spirit Community/

Opus Spiritus Sancti

would undergo torture for their beliefs if they
were untrue?? Hence, we can definitely conclude
that these theories are false, that there is historical
proof of Jesus's Resurrection and this evidence
just cannot be discounted! Otherwise, how can
we explain the empty tomb? It was a fool-proof
situation which was ordained by God Almighty!
It just cannot be explained by any natural causes!

To continue the historical backing, three days
after the death and burial of Jesus, some holy
women went to His tomb and found that the
body had disappeared! Now when any leader
is assassinated, be it Indira Gandhi or John
F Kennedy, the dead body is unquestionable
proof of the tragedy. In the weeks following the
death and the resurrection of Jesus, His Disciples
claimed that there was no dead body of Jesus to
be found, that God had raised Him up from the
dead and that they were eye-witnesses that He
had appeared to them on several occasions before
ascending into Heaven! In 1Cor15: 5-8 we see
the list of all those people to whom Jesus had
appeared after His Resurrection: to Peter, then
to the Twelve, then to a group of more than 500
brothers and sisters, at one time, then to James
and to all the Apostles and also to Paul himself.
This list includes the writers of the 4 Gospels.
Accounts of the Resurrection were being
circulated during the lifetime of men and women
who were alive at the time of the Resurrection.
Their reports were an unquestionable proof and
only went to confirm the Resurrection event!

The most significant proof of the Resurrection
however, is the lives of those early Christians.
We must ask ourselves, what made them to go
everywhere and share the message of the Risen
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Christ? They were beaten, stoned to death,
thrown to the lions, tortured and crucified to stop
them from speaking about Christ! Yet, they laid
down their lives as the ultimate proof of their
confidence in the authenticity and truth of their
message!

One may say, what difference does all this
make to me? In answer to this [ would say: whether
we are preparing for Easter or just preparing our
hearts for the day ahead, we need to recall that
Jesus didn't just come to earth only to die and rise
again. He came so that we could live our lives
fully with Him each day, in the power of His
Resurrection, freely available to all who believe
in Him. Jesus said to Thomas in John 14:6, "I am
the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me." He says this to
each one of us as well! He offers us forgiveness
of our sins and an eternal relationship with God!
If we refuse to believe and accept these truths
we are fools! Who would be so foolhardy as to
refuse this offer from Jesus? Jesus is offering us
the gifts, the fruits of His Resurrection! Let us not
reject His offer! Christ is truly alive! He is living
today! It is not just a story......the Empty Tomb is
proof enough of this!

A child's innocent mind can explain this to
us better! Children, especially children with
disabilities, seem to have an inside knowledge
into the ways of God! There's a true story about
little Jeremy — a twelve-year-old boy with a
learning disability. One Easter, his teacher told
the story of how Jesus died on the cross for our
sins and rose from the grave victorious. She
then asked Jeremy and his 19 classmates to take
home a large plastic egg and bring it back with
something inside that showed new life. Some
of the kids brought back their eggs. One held a
flower.... definitely a sign of new life! Another
held a plastic butterfly....... from a caterpillar to
a butterfly, yes, new life again! The next was
Jeremy's egg. It was empty! The teacher ignored
it and was moving on to the next egg. Jeremy
interrupted her and asked her why she had by-

passed his egg. The teacher said she had done so
because Jeremy's egg was empty! He looked into
her eyes and said softly: "Yes, but Jesus's tomb
was empty too!" The teacher then asked Jeremy
if he knew why the tomb was empty! Jeremy
replied, "Oh yes, Jesus was buried there but
the Father raised Him up!" Three months later

Jeremy died. Those who paid their last respects

at the mortuary were surprised to see 19 eggs on

top of his casket.......all of them were empty! The
lesson on the Resurrection of Jesus and the empty
tomb had been well learnt by the whole class!

The lesson is for all Christians too!

On thinking more deeply about the truths
implied by the fact of the Resurrection, we may
conclude the following:

- our life hereafter, eternal life, depends on how
we have loved our neighbour here on earth; are
we following Christ's example of devotion to
us, even to His death on a cross, as we serve
others?

- our time here in earth is temporary and the after-
life is eternal;

- we have just one life to know, love and serve
God; we have to reach the Good News to others
by word and example.

- our Eternity rests on our choice between God
and the ways of the world. When we chose
God, we can be assured by the Resurrection of
Jesus that there is so much more than this world
to look forward to! "What no eye has seen, nor
ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what
God has prepared for those who love Him."
(1Cor 2:9).

The Resurrection of Jesus is a powerful truth
which cannot be dismissed as an illusion or
rationalised as a myth or a mere symbol. St Paul
tells us," If Jesus is not raised from the dead,
our preaching is in vain and we are the most
pitiable of men." (1Cor 15: 17). Yes, Jesus has
won the victory for us over the world, the flesh
and the devil! Let us as Christians claim the
victory of Jesus's Resurrection and experience

the abundant life! -
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Wishing for a fish

We went to a stream,
Easter is the festival of joy as | had a wish, -
After the death Jesus rose to life To catch a big fat fish; — =
Sunday of Easter marks the I waited for long and = —
Resurrection of the lord just sit and sit, .3 — —
Truely Jesus defeated the powers I was wishing for.a fish Rian Pinto, St Joseph Ward
of sin and death and would not quit;

Easter eggs are loved by children
which is the symbol of new life Then we caught a fish,

Resurrection brings hope, love and and got back home, f;j. 3
heavenly reunion with lord. We let it in a little pond = [
to swim and roam; > N
Anjelica Quadros We fed it everyday and AR
St.Joseph Ward watched it swimming f )

with the shole,

Few days later we
found out,

it was not a fish, but a
TADPOLE.

Rian Mark Pinto
10yesrs

Jesvita M Crasta, IV Std. Carmel Ward
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Congratulations to the Winners!!
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Make it count
Work hard in life

Make it count

When you turn back

See that your hard work paid off

The effort you put

No one can take that away from you
Let your work do the talking

Reach a level that

no one can question to

Thats mum

Sleepless nights

Endless sacrifices

Infinite love

But why?

Because..

Nothing mattered to her as much
as her children

A little smile on their face would
turn her world upside down

A tear in their eyes

would break her heart

She always protected them in
this world of chaos

Being with them

every step of the way

The only one to keep them

all together

Thats mum

- Jenita Monteiro
Vailankani Ward
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THE MOST
REASONABLE PRICED

FURNITURE
SHOWROOM

nrln:a-%l‘ Bater Fowd b L .
@ MJ EMI1 Sofa Sets & TV .Trolleys ® Garden Chairs ® Dréssing Tables

FINSERV FiNaANCE || ® ComerTables ® Writing Tables # Executlve & Office Chalrs
& Side Boards & RocKing Chairs = Telephone Stands
PROCESSING CHARGES

Halian Double Cots ® Carved Dining Tables * Teapoys #

DOWNPAYMENT
INTEREST* I

E Sﬂuz&jﬁwu&n{, ! . Teak Wood, Rose Wood, Rubber Wood & Metal Furnitures
available at very reasonable prices

Computer Tables * Moulded Chairs

S0 lehaie Miced, D Wrmasuiors Rlorket - W HLIESI0NY

Khajana & Vajra powder coated Cupboard with 5 years Guarantee

EASYFINANCE @ | rregwome | REDTTOEBT | | Kurl-on durcflex’ | Pops
FACILITY FROM 5550 | DELIVERY | RestoleX ;
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MANGALORE: Milagres Tri-Centenary Building, Mampankatta Ph: 24236019/4254837. BELAL opp. Bejai Church Ph:
ES040TAEB6T. URWA STORE: Main Road, fshokrnagar Post, Uraa Store Ph: 8123050733, BICARNAKATTA: Layashree
Gate Phe 2210242, KINNIGOLE: Mangari Building. Mear Bus Stand Ph: 8204034864, 2295560,

Bikkarnakatte and Bejai shops are open on Sunday from 10.00 to 7.00
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The Parish Priest. Infant Mary Church, Carmel Nagar, Bajjodi 2nd Stage

Bikarnakatte, Kulshekar Post, Mangalore - 575005 Ph: 0824 2210600
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